SOUTHERN NEW MEXICO HARLEY OWNERS GROUP CHAPTER 504501 
8272 GATEWAY BLVD 
EL PASO, TX 79907 

MEMBERSHIP MEETING:  January 6, 2024 @ 0900 hours at Sante Fe Grill and Restaurant in Picacho Hills. 

16 Members present. 

The meeting was opened with the pledge of allegiance.

Chuck asked Kim if she had anything to say about Barnetts. Kim reported that Harley has lots of options available for credits for purchasing a motorcycle. The current finance charges are at 1.9% upon load approval. The blood drive last month was a huge success. The were 870 units of blood donated.  Barnetts has been received national recognition for the most units of blood donated in a year.  She is going to Washington DC in May to accept the award.  The blood drives at Barnetts have collected 32,000 units of blood since the inception of the blood drive.	

Director - Chuck announced that National HOG has discontinued the Ladies of Harley program, there is a new HOG App available to download at the APP Store (H-D App). You can create an account with your name, email, and vin number. While riding the APP will provide suggested routes for any area you are in.  The Ride 365 program tracks miles ridden, and National HOG will mail patches and pins out as you reach each mileage goal.  There are also chapter and HOG challenges via the APP.  The Groundhog saw his shadow, so there will be an early spring.  Chuck put out a challenge to all chapter members to show up for a ride.

Assistant Director/Activities Officer - Gary reported that the date for the annual Chapter Picnic was on 9 May at the Dripping Springs Picnic area.  He said that some members have requested that “pick-up ride” be brought back.  He said that if someone has a ride, they want to lead, they can email him, and he will get the information out to the chapter via email.  In addition, he is working on getting a list of phone numbers out to all the members, that way group text messages can also be sent out regarding the pickup ride(s).  Gary said that he wants to bring back the pin rides that we used to have.  The road captains will have a pin that will be handed out to each member going on the ride.  He discussed an upcoming overnight ride to Big Bend National Park in Texas.  The dates are 8 – 11 April 2024 and he will be having meetings to discuss the route and any suggestions from members that are going on the ride.  Gary discussed the upcoming rides: 

3 February ride has been postponed due to weather,
10 February ride is to Hillsboro, KS Up at 10:30 at the TA
17 February – TBD
24 February – Farm and Ranch

2 March – Hillsboro via Lake Valley, leaving right after the meeting
9 March – Columbus, KS 10am at TA RC Kevyn
16 March – TBD
23 March – Rudy’s in El Paso, KS up 10:30 at TA, RC Gary
30 March – TBD

Treasurer – We have $1,146.16 in the bank.  She deposited the check from Barnetts to offset our Christmas Party expenses and the Share the Wealth, and she paid to reserve the spot for our annual chapter picnic in May.

Webmaster – Joe asked everyone to be patient with him as he is learning about the webpage.  He has some ideas he wants to implement and changes to the webpage to make it better. He said that he is having issues with the calendar and is currently putting the rides in a list under the calendar until he can figure out how to get it to work.

Membership officer - we have 28 members.
 
Kevyn passed around the super bowl squares.  Each square was $1.00.  Kevyn tallied up the squares and said that there were several open squares. There will be two scores, half time and final score. If scores fall on the open squares the money goes to the chapter.

Paul “Doc” Deason informed everyone that he had a bad experience at Sams and Walmart when he got gas.  He said that the regular unleaded gas was not good, and he had to pay to have the fuel systems on two of his vehicles replaced.  He said paying a little extra for a higher grade is less expensive than replacing the fuel systems in your vehicle.

OFFICER VACANCIES: Historian, Editor, and Ladies of Harley

Share the Wealth:  $45 - $25 to member, $20 to the Chapter. Winner – gave back $20 to chapter


Leslie Butcher
Secretary
SNMHOG Chapter 504501
